
 
 

Where Children and Teens Take Center Ring 

 
 

Circus Director’s Notes and Philosophy 
 

The circus holds many questions, answers and mysteries.  None, though, is more 
mysterious than the hold it has over us, regardless of age or spirit, to be amazed.  Why does it 

pull us into its world?  What hope does it offer us?  What dreams does it give us?  Where does it 
lead us? 

 

These questions and more are found in the eyes of children, of all ages.  The answers are 
found in their hearts, in the laughter, in the glee of their awe.  And it all happens so quickly – 

like the flash of a shooting star - before you know it, the show is over, the players gone, the 
ring empty and only the shadows and echoes of inspiration remain.  This is the legacy of the 

circus and its hope…it is the human spirit on display. 

 
The circus is as ancient a ritual as we have in this life: a circle of commitment, a 

whirlwind of activity, the promise of surprise, the making of entrances and exits, the thrill of the 

unexpected and the agony of missed opportunities.  Human endeavor is magnified against a 
backdrop of imagination.  Change is ever-present.  The circus is the ‘something different’ that 

shakes up our senses, comes to our ‘town’ and leaves the hamlet of our imaginations more fully 
than when it entered. 

 

Amazing Grace CIRCUS! is philosophically structured around the promise of 
transformation and communication.  In this way, the purpose of the Amazing Grace CIRCUS! is 

to bring the unencumbered spirit of joy to the audiences it encounters and to help children and 
teens take center ring in their lives.  We teach the art of life through the art of circus.  The spirit 

of this circus is the youth who perform in it and the transformations they must make in order to 

communicate with the audience and with themselves.  It is built on the premise/promise of 
collaborative relationships, supportive dialogue, physical support and clear communications.  

The end result is not only an outstanding show, but, for a moment in time, something new has 

happened – some shift has occurred – some hope has been shared – and the youth who perform 
in the circus Troupe have moved closer to their source of learning and knowledge. 

 
Much of the work we do with the teenage performers in the circus is based on our 

mentoring process – professional performers teaching them not only skills but how to shift their 

beliefs about what they think is possible – for themselves and for each other.  The shift comes 
when they change a behavior and find that they ‘CAN do it’ – whatever IT is: a somersault, a 

running gag, a pratfall, one articulate gesture that holds the audience spellbound.  The shift may 
come from overcoming their fear about what they ‘think’ they cannot do; the shift may come 

from an audience reaction they did not know they would get; the shift may come from a ‘trick’ 

that they rehearsed endlessly that worked…finally.  Shifts in behavior come in all shapes and 
sizes and at the least expected moments through hard work and attention to verbal and physical 

skills that communicate different messages. 

 
When a child or teen enters our circus ring, we know they enter it from all different 

points in their life. Our job is to offer them the opportunity to engage in the promise of surprise 
that opens their heart for magic to happen…for a lifetime. 
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